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CHARLENE J. HEINS SCHOLARSHIP FUND APPLICATION

Class of 2026

Background

Charlene Heins was born in 1953 to parents who worked on a ranch west of Sterling, Colorado. She graduated from Arvada High School in 1971 and went on to earn a BS in Accounting from Colorado State University in 1975. After passing the CPA exam in 1976, Charlene became a Certified Public Accountant. As a woman entering a male-dominated field, she quickly recognized the glass ceiling challenges of advancing to a partner role. Knowing this, she partnered with another female CPA to establish their own firm in 1987. Charlene successfully managed and grew the business until 2005, when she sold it and relocated to Tabernash, Colorado. She continued providing CPA services until 2018, when early-onset Alzheimer’s compelled her to step back from work.
Throughout her life, Charlene dedicated time to nonprofit organizations. She served as Treasurer for Hope Lutheran Church in DeWitt, Michigan, and the Michigan Barn Preservation Network. In Colorado, her volunteer roles included Treasurer for Lord of the Valley Lutheran Church in Granby, Treasurer and Board Member of Historic Fraser, and Treasurer and Board Member for Colorado Headwaters Land Trust. As an avid skier, she also volunteered as a Winter Park Ski Host for many years.
In her personal life, Charlene raised two wonderful children, supported her husband’s academic and business career, and took on the design and creation of one of Grand County’s unique homes, located just off County Roads 5 and 519. Her lifelong generosity included plans to donate part of her estate to charity, including a scholarship fund to support Grand County students.
Charlene’s hope is that this scholarship will help future students, including those born after the 2025 establishment of this scholarship, to begin their college journeys and lead successful, fulfilling lives.

The primary criteria for receipt of this scholarship includes acceptance to Colorado State University in the year of high school graduation from a Grand County, Colorado High School, demonstrated community involvement, and financial need.  This scholarship provides a one-year (two-semester) tuition payment directly to Colorado State University.

Application Process:
1. Complete this Application Form.
2. Write a 250 words or less essay (on a separate sheet of paper).  Please explain what attending Colorado State University would mean to you, how you feel this scholarship could help you achieve your career goals, and what community service means to you. 

DUE:  Tuesday April 1, 2026 (by 4:00 pm to the Grand Foundation office.  If mailing, please allow extra time to ensure it is received by the 1st). Or email to megan@grandfoundation.com  

Please complete the required information and attached application for scholarship review.
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CHARLENE J. HEINS SCHOLARSHIP FUND APPLICATION


Applicant Name: ____________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________

Home Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone: ________________________

Date of Birth: _________________	Social Security #___________________

High School Name and Graduation Date: _______________________________

Grade Point Average: ________ (Include Transcript)

Colorado State University Career Plans:
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Leadership and Extracurricular Activities: 
List your leadership roles and extracurricular activities, in the order of importance to you.  State the name of the organization, years involved, hours per week commitment, leadership role and responsibilities in that role. Examples include, but are not limited to student government, debate, band, athletics, church groups, performing arts, service programs, etc. (If you need more lines, please list on the back of this sheet)

Organization			Grade Level	 Hours	     Positions Held/Honors Received/Letters Earned
________________     _______     _______     __________________________           
________________     _______     _______     __________________________           
________________     _______     _______     __________________________           
________________     _______     _______     __________________________           
________________     _______     _______     __________________________           
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CHARLENE J. HEINS SCHOLARSHIP FUND APPLICATION

Honors & Awards: 
List scholastic, extracurricular, and civic honors and awards during grades 9 through 12.  

Grade Level	             Activity/Award			 	              Level of Recognition
_______             _____________________              _____________________           
_______             _____________________              _____________________           
_______             _____________________              _____________________           
_______             _____________________              _____________________           
_______             _____________________              _____________________
_______             _____________________              _____________________           
_______             _____________________              _____________________           


Community Service & Related Activities: 
List community service you performed during grades 9 through 12, starting with the most recent.  List approximate total hours, not average per week.  

Specific Nature of Service				       Organization	       Year	 Total Hours 
________________________________    ___________      _____	_______           
________________________________    ___________      _____	_______           
________________________________    ___________      _____	_______           
________________________________    ___________      _____	_______           
________________________________    ___________      _____	_______           
________________________________    ___________      _____	_______           
________________________________    ___________      _____	_______           
________________________________    ___________      _____	_______           
________________________________    ___________      _____	_______           
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CHARLENE J. HEINS SCHOLARSHIP FUND APPLICATION


Eligibility and Information

Name of Scholarship: Charlene J. Heins Scholarship Fund
Contact Person:   Megan Ledin
Address: 	 P.O. Box 1342  Winter Park, CO  80482
Phone:  	 970-887-3111; Ext. 3

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CHARLENE J. HEINS SCHOLARSHIP
(1) Attending a Grand County Colorado High School and plans to graduate from a Grand County High School.
(2) The student and/or a parent must reside or work in Grand County, Colorado.
(3) Acceptance to attend Colorado State University with the intent of    obtaining a four-year degree.
(4) Demonstrate financial need. 
(5) Demonstrate academic excellence. 

Scholarship funds will support the first year (two semesters) of Colorado State University in-state tuition and will be paid directly to Colorado State University.

Subject to the foregoing, scholarships shall be awarded in accordance with the procedures established by The Foundation for the operation of its annual scholarship program. 


Send your application to arrive no later than April 1 to:
Scholarship Committee 
Grand Foundation
P.O. Box 1342
Winter Park, CO 80482

Questions? Contact Scholarship Committee
Phone:  970-887-3111 	Email:  megan@grandfoundation.com  
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